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B/J.DQCK  URB.UT  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


To  the-  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,Mro.LeYasand  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  a report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  district  for  the  year  1949 
by  direction  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  3/30. 

The  local  vital  statistics  continue  favourable, 
particularly  the  exceptionally  low  infant  deathrate. 

The  continued  low  death  rate  and  the  birth  rate,  above 
that  for  England  and  Y/ales  and  well  above  the  county 
rate,  show  the  local  age  distribution  considerably 
younger  than  the  national  average.  For  this  the  Regis- 
trar General  gives  a Comparability  Factor  of  1.23  which, 
in  conduction  v/ith  the  local  increase  in  estimated 
population  over  1938,  shows  the  local  problems  of  housing 
and  abatement  of  overcrowding  to  be  exceptionally  pressing. 

Of  such  your  council  is  already  continuously  aware. 

I would  acknov/ledge  having  received  every  help  and 
assistance  from  your  Council  and  its  chief  officers,  partic- 
ularly from  Mr.  Makepeace,  your  surveyor  and  sanitary  inspector 
to  whom  I am  indebted  for  the  sanitary  sections  of  this  report. 


I remain,  ladies  and  gentlemen. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

VICTOR  R.  WALKER 

District  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

June  1950 


SECTION  A LOCAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  . . .•  * •••  542 


Population  - Registrar-General’s  Estimate  for 

mid  1949 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  1st  April  1949 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April  1949  

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  (estd. ) 1949-50 


...  5,908 

...  1,725 


. . £32,633 


£ 130 


• • 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

for  the  Year  19^9 


. (ijGgitinate 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

Local 

Rate 

Rate  for 
England 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

102 

49 

53 

& Y/ales 

( Illegitimate 

3 

1 

2 

(All 

105 

50 

55 

Rate  per  1 , 

000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

17.8 

16.7 

Totals 

M. 

P. 

STILLBIRTHS 

(Legitimate 

3 

1 

2 

( Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

(All 

3 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1 , 

000  total  (live 

and  still) 

births 

.?3... 

Totals 

M. 

F. 

DEATHS 

47 

29 

18 

Rate  per  "I  ,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 


DEATHR.4TES  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 
ii.ll  infants  per  1 ,000  live  hirths  , 

Legitimate  infants  per  i ,000  legitimate  births,.  19 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  illqgitimate  births, 
Actual  number  of  deaths  under  1 year*. 

Legitimate  ..1..  • 

Illegitimate  . .t. . 

Total  1 


10 


32 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ..T. 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ..t. 
Deaths  from  v/hooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ..7. 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ,.t. 


Comment  on  vital  statistics  for  the  year 

For  a Herta.  , Urban  District  the  birthrate  is  markedly  high  and 
your  deathrate  markedly  low.  The  infant  doathrate  is  again 
exceptionally  low.  Though  for  the  first  year  for  some  time  the 
population  estimate  shows  a small  reduction  (64)  total  live  births 
v/ere  4 above  the  number  for  1948. 

The  chief  cause  of  deaths  were:  Heart  and  Other  Circulatory 
Diseases  13j  Cancer  9 and  Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  6. 


SECTION  B GENER/IL  PROVISION  OF  HKTLTH  SERVICES 
Such  were  unchanged  during  the  year. 

SECTION  C S;JTITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  BALDOCK 

i.(i)  ¥ater  Baldock  U.D.C.  is  the  water  supply  authority  for 
its  administrative  area,  a bulk  supply  being  received  from 
the  pumping  stations  of  the  First  Garden  City, 

During  the  year  an  estate  formerly  supplied  with 
water  from  a private  source  was  connected  to  the  tov/n  mains. 

Repeated  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  wore 
carried  out  of  the  Council’s  v/ater  supply  and  the  results 
showed  that  the  water  was  satisfactory  both  in  its  chemical 
and  bacterial  quality. 
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SECTION  C S.-J^TIT/iRY  CIRCmJST/iNCES  OF  BIILDOCK 
contd 


1,  (ii)  Drainage  & Sewerage  During  the  year  no  important 
alterations  were  made  to  the  Council’s  system  of 
sewers  and  drains.  Many  complaints  of  defective 
drains  and  sewers  were  received  and  dealt  v/ith  and, 
in  particular,  a sewer  at  the  junction  of  Church 
Street  and  Icknield  Way  v/hich  necessitated  the  open- 
ing of  the  highv/ay,  scraping:  of  the  sewer  and  the 
installation  of  a nev;  manhole, 

Following  informal  action 

hy  the  Department  under  the  Drainage  of  Trade  Premises 
Act,  a collecting  chamher  was  installed  to  take  trade 
waste  from  a plating  v/orks  in  the  town. 


(iii) Sewage  Works  Your  Council  continue  to  view  with 
concern  the  v/ithholding  hy  the  Ministry  of  consent 
to  proceed  with  the  extension  to  the  Letchv/orth 
Sev^age  Works,  since  cessation  of  the  present  unsatis- 
factory system  of  disposal  at  Baldock  is  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  Letchvrorth  scheme  receiving  author- 
isation to  proceed.  Ov/ing  to  the  great  increase  in 
volume  of  effluent  over  the  last  twelve  years  250,000 
gallons  of  sev/age  is  now  being  pumped  daily  at  the 
Baldock  works  on  to  chalk  only  lightly  covered  with 
top  soil,  within  one  mile  of  the  bores  from  which 
. . , , Baldock  and'-Letchv/orth  water  supplies  .are  drawn. 

The  land  has  now  become  permanently  wa;terlogged  and 
incapable  of  efficient  irrigation,  a-^bsition  involv- 
ing potential  danger  to  underground  ^wdter  supplies. 

It  therefore  seems  imperative  that  the  Letchworth  and 
Baldo'ok  schemes  should  receive  the  highest  priority 
with  a view  to  their  early  completion.  The  position 
will  be  seen  to  be  at  present  outside  the  control  of 
your  Council. 

(i)  Riveys  and  Streams  Samples  of  vmter  from  the  River 
Ivel  were  taken  at  two-monthly  intervals  and  submitted 
for  analysis  in  order  to  ascertain  what  deterioration 
if  any,  occurred  in  the  quality  of  the  river  water 
adjacent  to  the  Council's  refuse  tip,  and  also  the 
probable  effect  of  such  water  upon  fish  life. 


(ii) 


Public  Cleansing  Mid-way^  through  the  year  a 
weekly  refuse  collection  service  from  private  premises 
was  operated.  This  improvement  on  the  fortnightly 
collection  previously  operating  was  due  largely  to  a 
more  efficient  labour  force  being  available  and  in 
part  to  the  ending  of  salvage  collection. 

A controlled  tip  used  in 
connection  with  the  Letchworth  U.D.C.  was  levelled 
off  during  the  year,  a hired  bulldozer  being  used  for 
that  purpose. 


recovered : - 


The  following  salvage  was 


Mixed  Baled  Paper 
Pig  Food 

Rags,  String  & Metal 


Quantity  Value 

Tons  Cwts  £ s d 

34  7 142.  0.  1. 

(none  collected) 

4 11  . 15.10.  2, 


157.10.  3 


The  collection  of  salvage  ended  during  August. 
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'SECTION  C.  S/^TITi\RY  CIRCmiST/JTCES  OF  BALDOCK 

2 , ( i i i ) Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Houses  visited  under  PuNlic  Health  Acts., 63 


” ” Housing  Acts 78 

Poods  & Drugs  Acts.... ...76 

Factories  & V/orkshops.  , 18 

Nuisance  investigated ...,70 

Prevention  of  Infectious  Diseases 32 

Cowsheds y Dairies  and  Bakehouses 9 

Miscellaneous.  43 

Rodent  Control .....37 

(iv)  Food  Preiiisesy  Snops  & Offices  During  the  year 


regular  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made 
and  informal  action  taken  wherever  necessary  to 
secure  compliance  v/ith  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  1938, 
Thirty  two  samples  of  ice  cream  were  obtained  from 
vendors  in  the  tov/n  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  analysis.  No  inspections  of 
offices  were  carried  out. 

(v)  Smoke  ii.batoment  One  observation  was  made  and 
informal  action  taken  to  abate  a smoke  nuisance. 

(vi)  Sv/imming  Pool  (private)  Some  suspended  matter  was 
found  in  the  pool'  and  after  removal  of  the  algal 
grovvth  from  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the  pool  a con- 
siderable improvement  in  the  free  chlorine  and  bac- 
terial qu'^lity  of  the  water  was  effected, 

(vii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  One  complaint  regarding 

bed-bug  infestation  was  .notified  and  dealt  with 
during  the  year. 

SECTION  D.  HOUSING 


One  house  was  erected  by  private  enterprise  during 
the  year,  and  a contract  for  6l  houses  to  be  erreted  by  the 
Local  Authority  was  in  hand. 

The  serving  of  3 formal  notices,  9 informal  notices 
and  other  informal  action  resulted  in  the  following  housing 
defects  being  remedied  to  private  properties 


Choked  drains  

12 

Drains  relaid  

W/c’s  repaired..  ... 

6 

Overflow  pipes 

Floors  repaired. 

1 

causing  darapn  ess. 

Defective  paving 

1 

Rainwater  pipes. 

Eaves/roof  repaired, . , 

8 

Waste  Pipes  repaired, , 

Dangerous  wall/fencing 

2 

’ Dampness  remedied 

Soil  Pipe  

1 

Chimney  defect,.  ... 

Dustbins  replaced  , , . 

17 

Miscellaneous...  ... 

1 1 


9 

2 . 
6 i 
1 2 : 
1 

15 


Housing  Act  1936  Oyercrowdin  Nine  cases  of  ovarcro^'"-'^-' ^9 
were  investigated  and  aci-ion  taken  with  a view  to  eventually 
rehousing  the  people  concerned. 


SECTION  E,  . INSPECTION  /dTD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Milk  SupTDly  One  farm  in  the  area  is  licensed  for  the  pro- 
duction of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Certified)  and  Accredited  Milk. 
Regular  inspections  wore  carried  out  of  milk  supplied  to 
schools  in  the  district  and  informal  action  resulted  in  an 
improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  bottles. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods  All  fresh  meat  supplies  are  inspected 
at  Letchworth  and  the  quality  of  meat  coming  into  the  dis- 
trict is  very  good. 

The.  following  foodstuffs  were  con- 
demned locally 

Wet  fish  31  stone;  Shell  Fish  1 stone;  Eggs  24  doz. 

Dried  Fruit  and  Pulses  5 tins;  Tomatoes  96  lbs;  Milk 
12  tins;  Meat  and  Fish  products  18  tins;  Mustard  8 tins; 
Beetroot  24  tins;  Butter  1 lb;  Cheese  4^  lbs;  Tripe  10|-  lbs, 
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SECTION  F. PREVALENCE  OF,  iiND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 


The  total  notifications  of  acute  infectious  disease 
(after  correction-)  were:  Chicken  pox  94?  whooping  cough  29, 

scarlet  fever  29?  measles  7/^cute  pneumonia  8 and  catarrhal 
jaundice  1 , 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  hulk  of  notified  cases,  with  a very 

selective  incidence  in  the  5 “ 10  age  group,  were  from  the 
continuance  into  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  of  the  sharp 
outbreak  in  local  child  population  during  the  last  quarter 
of  1948. 

Food  -poisoning;.  A sharp  outbreak  in  the  canteen  of  a Baldock 
school  on  the  February  1949  affected  roughly  40  children, 
teachers  and  c'^.nteen  staff,  the  illness  being  in  all  cases  of 
short  duration.  Full  laboratory  investigation  ascertained 
the  cause  to  be  almost  certainly  a thermostable  enterotoxin 
from  Staphylococcus  phage  type  47C,  with  strong  grounds  for 
suspecting  contamination  from  the  butcher  who  cut  the  stewing 
meat  into  small  pieces  some  hours  before  slov;  cooking  on  the 
afternoon  previous  to  the  day  of  service. 

Chicken  Pox  was  prevalent  mainly  in  the  second  quarter  while 
v/ho oping  cough  was  mildly  prevalent  in  the  first  quarter.  Of 
the  8 cases  of  acute  pneumonia  notified  7 occurred  in  the  first 
quarter  during  the  prevalence  of  mild  type  of  influenza. 

No  case  of  enteric  or  poliomyelitis  was  notified. 

Dii±theria.  For  another  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  con- 
firmed in  the  district.  Despite  its  continued  absence  from 
the  area  the  offer  of  protection  of  infants  by  immunisation 
continued  to  be  accepted  by  a large  majority  of  parents. 


TUBERCULOSIS.  New  Cases  & Deaths  During  the  Year 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non-Re  sp i ra to  ry 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 - 1 

1 - 5 
5-15 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

15-25 

■ - 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35 

3 

4 ■ 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  - 45 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  - 55 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 65 

t 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

and  oveli?  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

J 

- 

- 

; Totals 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

There  was  an  increase  of  5 over  the  previous  year  in  the 
number  of  pulmonary  cases  notified,  but  the  total  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  (all  forms)  show  a reduction  from  3 "to  2. 


June  1950 


V.R.  WALKER 

District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health 


